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IGNOU

MINUTES OII THE SIXTY-NTNTH MEETING O[' THE
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT IIELD ON AUGUST 06, 2OOI,
AT 11.00 A.M. IN 'fHE CoNttlllltrNcE RooM, llLoCK-8,
IGNOU CAN{I'US; MAIDAN CAITHIN NEW DEI'HI - IIO 068.

The fqllowing were present:

(1) Prof. FLP. Dikshit, Vice-Chancellor - Chairman
,(2). Prof. N.K, Ambasht
(3) Prof. S.C. Garg
(4) Dr. C.1( Ghosh
(5) Prof. N.R,M, Menon
(6) Prof. H.C.Pzurdey
(7) Prof. B.S. Saruswat

Shd K,J.S. Prasada llao, Registrar - Secrctary

stui Pawan chopra, shri L.N. Jhunjhunwala, Shri M.K. Kaw, ancl Shri
J. Veeraraghavar could not attend tho nrceting.

Slui Vikram Chandra, Financc Officcr, IGNOU, attenclcd the rneeting as
a Special Invltes. ShriD. Deb, Assistunt llcgistrar (Governance) was ;rr.r.n1to
assist the Board.

The Vicc-Chancellor placed on rgcord our deep sense of apllrcciation for
the services rendered by the acting Vice-Chancellor, prof. v.S. piasad and the
following other lbrmer members of the l3ourd:

(i) Prof. A.K. Agarwal
(ii) Slu'i Y.N. Chaturvedi, former Secretary, Ministry of I&B
(iii) Dr. D,K. Choudhry
(iv) Dr. J.M. Parakh

The Vice-Cirancellor also exlsndcd a hearly welconlo to thc following
nsw members nominated on the Bourd of Mauagcment:

(i) Shri Pawan Chopru, Secretarfr Ministry of I & B \
(ii) Prof. S.C. Gtrg
(iii) Dr. C.K. Ghosh
(iv) Prof. B.S, Saraswat,
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This bcing tlre first mceting of the BOM undcr thc chainnanship of the
new Vice Chancellor he rnade the following prescntation for. thc gonsiieration
of the Board:

"I have great pleasure in welcoming all of you to the first meeting ol'the BOM
fer m-V joining IGNOU as the fifth Vice Chancellor of the Universf ry on June
24,2A0L.In this first mseting I would seek your kind indulgellce, your valued
consideration and support to a few initial observations and sonie of tfue proposed
directions o1' our development. In doing so I wish to reconl, signiiicant
contributions $acic by nty able predccessors and tlrc entirc cornrnunity of
IGNOU during ths last sixteen years of our existence. Sustainccl cfforts with
new initiativcs and successful collaborative interventions during this period
have all contributed to encrgence <lf llot only onc of the largest Uliversities in
the world today but a nerv system of cducation where IGNOU is ut the cclltre
stage of a network of 9 State Open Univsrsities and 63 Coucsponrlence Course
Institutes existing in the conventional Univcrsities. We muy clrarv your kind
attention to the following provisions of the Act of the Univcrsity ipecifying
some major anct unique roles of IcNou ss l system and not just as anothei
University.

:

I. Responsibility for determining standarcls of distancp crlucation and
. maintaining thcm across the institutions in the country arrcl to promote the

system.

u'

II. Another very important responsibility, which is again qniquc for the open
and distance lcarning system, is to proviclc cducation for thc wcll being of
the comnrunity.

All these dinrensions ancl complexions tokcn togcther utakc us realize tSat the
expectations from IGNOU cover u fnirly wide arca of opplications and
multidimensional tasks tp be handlsd by us. Added to this, is the inherent
dynamic growth of the systems rcquiring special capabilitics to handle very
large systems nraintaining quality, We nray have to plan innov4tive ani
decentralized systcms, try them as pilot projepts and thcn replicatc tlrem. In the
important context of the responsibility ut (l) above, therc appcor to bc some very
serious conccms about thc quality of disiance education prograntmes being
introduced apd conducted by a vadety of institutions witllout having .u.n i
minimum level of student support and cxperlise in clistancq cclUcation. The
Distance Education Courtcil may have to play a lnore serioqs ancl plJ'ectivc role
in this dircction so that quality of distance education is maintainerl. On one hand
we have to evolve innovative subsystcms like Inter Universily Cotrsortium for
development of Self Instructional Material for Region Specitic rcquirements
and needs, Schools \ Departments \ Institutions of excellencc and at the same



time we may h4vc to firnrly deal with nonviablc systcms of clistaucc cducation
and make scripus efforts to transfonn thcm into viablc syslctns. In the
background of the fact fhai Distnncs Eclucation has emcrgcd rs a highly
technical area with limitcd availablc cxpcrtisc, wo may have to play a niore
proactive role as the National univcrsity in cxtcnding cxpertise for
cievclopment, transformation and expunsiou of thc open ancl {lcxiblc leamin.g
system in the country and even abioad. we could ,h"r. ,**u;; di;;
conventiotral Universities and Institutions of higher leaming as well. We may
also have to focus our grenter attention in inrplementation of a recourrnendation
of the Planning Commission, Govt. of India to the effect that cach state in the
coultry shouid have at le4st one Opcn Univcrsity. As regarcls the riccond point
mentioned above wa may have to tako nrajor initiatives to reach thc unreached
and to address the problems concerning spccial target groups ol.learlers.

We would like to share with the BOM some of the problems that rlay neeci our
greater attention. The funding fronr tlts Coverrunent for rron lllari items of
expenditure lns bcen declining and is already insignificant. Evcir lbr the plan
itcms the flow of funds is difficult. Thc first installment of tlrc approved grant
for the current financial year, which should have been releasccl iri nprit loot
could be clcarcd only recently with special intervenrion ol' ,tlrc secretary
Education (llighcr & Secondary) artd wc shoulcl be able to rcceive the amount
within the next I'cw clays. Such delays ndvcrscly cffect our actiou pl:rtrs and have
also lead to sltuations when anrounts rcccived from prtrjcitr lroO to be
temporarily utilizcd so that ongoing projccts, like cqulprpqrt fbr EMpC,
building works etd., which have to bo completed within a fixcd thne frame
should not bc delayed. As a conscqucncs of such financial hardships on my
joining the University it was noted by us in the last week of June ZOdt tfrat w!
had even withdrawn ncarly Rs. 13 crorcs from the coqlus lunrl ol. the
University. We havc to nrake some ppcoiul cfforts to errsurc rcgular flow of thc
sanctioned anloLtllts {br bqtter financial t[allagement.

IGNOU has ottqined a levcl of credibility ancl acceptability rlue to rvhich lot of
fuirded projects from wittrin the country iurcl abroacl aie offcrerl. we may
promote such collaborations with a greater efrort to maintatin scfrcdules ofimplementation. ;

It will be our endeavor to share witlt you our problems and our achicvements as
we grow and to seek your valuable guidance ancl support tlilough thc rneetings
of the BOM or otherwise. In all hunrility and in keeping with the past traditiois
and experience, we feel confident that with your coopera{ion grtcl valuable
support we will all togetlrer be ablc to make most sincerc eflbr\s lo mect the
challenges succossl'ully, ef{iciently and effcctivoly."

At the end o1 the above presentation tho tnctnbcrs of the Boarcl cxprcssed their
appreciation for the initiative of the Clrninuan in placing beforc tliorn some of
the crucial areas which necded with somc urgency, policy clecisipns for some



new initiatives and interventions for eifcctive implementation of tlre manclate
given to IGNOU. While eudorsing tho prescntation of the Vicc Chancellor for
Iiuther necessary action, the followiug additional points wcrc also nade for
implementation.

(i) Distance Education Council (DEC) should endeavour to act as an effective
source for irnproving the quaiity of all distance education prognullmes in the
country and should provide leadership and guidance to other institutions in
achieving this objective. In general IGNOU should play a proactive role in
helping othor institutioris to develop and improve the qtrality of distance
education. 

. 
Howevsr the Board also expressed its serious collcct'lls about the

existence of some nonviable systerns of distance education in thc country with
very weak student supporl and plogrammc delivery which still charge
substantial lbes from leanrers. As per the requircrncnts ot' the Act and
consequent respousibilitigs of IGNOU, olfsctive lneasures lravc to !e taken on
priority by the DEC also to check such practlces wlrich advcrsr:ly affect thc
credibility of distancc education.

(ii) Networking of existing resourccs both in the conventional arrd open and
distance learlring systems should bc streng0rened and greatcr attcnlior should
be given to cducation an4 skill upgratlntion for programmcs lcading to general
improvement in the quality of life our pcoplc.

(iii) The Natipnal Assessment and Accrsditation council (NAAC) had a
tremendous task before thenr tdassess and accredit nearly 12,000 Colleges and
264 Universities/Deemed Universitics in the conventional syotcnrs out of which
the NAAC has been able to accomplislt the process for a very srnnl! percentage
of such institutions during the last few years. In contrast to this thcre are only
nine State Open Universities and 64 Correspondence Coursc Institutions out of
which quite a nunrber of tlrem are in initial stages of being set up. The DEC may
have to play more of a promotional role in bringing these institutions to an
appropriate levcl and develop inbuilt systems for quality cpntrol and quality
assurance.

(iv) In dcvelopmcnt of prograilunes which are of highly spcclalized nature
through distqncp ntode, we may havc to kcep in view the norms prcscribed by
the correspondirrg regulatory agencics.

(v) Programmes addressing the rcgional nceds may also be dcvclopcd.

(vi) Indira Gandhi National Open Univcrsity shoulcl develop n Vision paplr
iclentifoing nrissions to be achieved. l



The fotlowing items wcre considcred:

ITEM NO. I

BM 69.1.1

ITtrM NO. 2

BM 69.2.1

TO CONITIRM TIIE MINUTES OII THE 68TI{
MpETTNG"OF TIIE |IOARD qrr TITANAGBMENT
UELD ON JANUARY 24, 2001 AND 'rO NOTE Tr-rtr
ACTION TAKT,N TIIERBON.

The Item wos considcred. Registrar iqfornrsd the Board that
no comments hsve been received on the Minutes. The
action taken otr the Minutes was noted by the members.
The Minutcs of the 68th Meeting ol' the Board of
Management hcld on January 24,2001wsr'o confinned with
tlte fo llowing incorporations/modifi catio n s :

(i) Wilh refcrence to BM 68.3,2(v), it has been
suggested ftat the University slrould adopt one
scheme of medical reimbursemont. The Medical
Review Courmittee should'subnrit its report to
the Board.of.Management at its rlext meeting.
Prof. S.C. Garg has been ponrinated as a member

, of the Medical Review Conuriittec.

(ii) With referencs to BM 68,3.4(i), it was agreed
that revision in the rates ol' Ienruneration for
part.tine staff of study ceuteys ueeds to be
rcviowcd,

With rcfcroncc to BM 68,6.4, it was clarified
that the issues of the said rcsolution have been
clarifiqd in the Agenda Itern No.4 of the present
ntccting,

(iii)

TO CONSIDIER TIIE CO-OPTION OIT MBMBERS ON
THE BOAND OF MANAGEMEN'I] UNDBR CLAUSE
(lXvr) OF STATUTE 6A.

The Board co-opted the following merubcrs og the Board of
Management under Clause (lXvi) of Statute 6A
representing the following costituencies:

(i) Vice-Chancellor of a Statc Opcn University :

Dr, N.S. Itamegowda, Vipo Chirncpllor, KSOU,

{



(ii)

Mysorc

An cxpcrt on distancc education:

Prof, C,L. Anzurd, Fonrrcr Pro Vice-Chancellor,
rcNou.

A pcrson who has knowledgc oll or experience
in ntedia/comnrunication fi cld:

Slui Y.N. Chaturvccli, lionncr Secretary,
Ministry of Information ancl Borudcasting.

(iii)

ITEM NO.3

BM 693.r

ITEM NO.4

ADDITIONAL
ITEM NO.32

BM 69.4.1

TO CONSIDI]II TI.Itr AMENDMENTS OII CLAUSE (6)
OF STATUTB 2 OF THB STA'[U'I'BS OF TI{E \-,UNIVERSI'IY.

The Board considered add approvecl thc amendments
proposed to Clnusc (6) of Statute 2 ol tho Statutcs of the
University with n rninor modification. 'l'lro $fatement giving
the provisiolls of cxisting Statuie, Bnrcurhtrents proposcd
and the Statutc aftcr amendment is givcn ut Appendix - l.

TO NOTE TIIII MINUTES Or 16'I'II, I?'I'II AND 181'II
MEETINGS OF TIIE PUITCIIASIi] (]OMMITTEB
HELD O,N I'IiIIRUAITY 2, MARCIT 2It AND JUNE 4.
2001 RESPIiC'I'IVILY.

TO NOTB TTTE MINUTBS OI.' TIII' I9 II MBETING
OF THE PURCHASB, COMMIT"IUI| I{ELD ON
AUGUST 03,2001.

The Board considered Itcm No. 4 and ltern No. 32 together.
On a request from Vice-Chancellof, the liinance Officer
briefed the nrernbers on the Purchase Cornlnittee minutes
presented witlr pnrticular'reference to lhc lTth Meeting of
ths Purchaso Cornnrittce rcgar.ding tlte purchase of
Conrputers. 'l'hc Board of Managenlctlt, rrt its mceting
lreld on January 24,2001, while approving the purchasebl
conrputers in principlc, suggested that the points raised by
WII'}RO be uddrcsscd and after satisfactorily dealing with
thenl place thc ordcrs. The Finance Olllcer infomred the
Board that issucs ruised by WIPRO have been considered
by the Purclrusc Conunittee. lt was stated that thc


